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What is 
Portraiture?



What is Portraiture?

• Portrait Photography is one of most common 
forms of photography.

• Portrait photography, which is also called, 
more often than not, portraiture, is the art of 
capturing a subject (in this case, a person or a 
group of people) in which the face, facial 
features as well as facial expressions are made 
predominant.

• Portrait photography or portraiture in 
photography is a photograph of a person or 
group of people that captures the personality of 
the subject by using effective lighting, 
backdrops, and poses.



Steve McCurry

• Steve McCurry is 
famous for his 
photo ‘Afghan girl,’ 
taken in a refugee 
camp in Peshawar, 
Pakistan. This 
photo was named 
the most 
recognized photo of 
National 
Geographic. His 
other less famous 
photos are really 
worth a look!





Lee Jeffries

• His collection of 
black and white 
portraits of 
homeless people is 
unique and 
stunning. He 
depicts a glimpse 
of hope in the eyes 
of his subjects. 
Simply touching…
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The 

‘Photoshop 

wizard’ 

Manny 

Librodo’s

photos don’t 

just tell a 

story, they 

are pure 

works of art.





David Bailey



Cindy Sherman
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Sally Mann Sally Mann



Venetia Dearden



Nicholas Nixon



Richard Billingham
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Dorothea Lange 
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Diane Arbus
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Task…Task…Task…Task…Task…

Task 1:

Create a new 

Sketchbook with 

the title… 

PORTRAITURE

Task 2:

Create a MindMap 

containing all the key 

words that you connect 

with the themes of 

portraiture including 

any names of 

photographers that you 

have learnt or already 

know.

Task 3:

Create a visual 

mind map that 

shows lots of 

different possible 

ideas.


