
Artist Research



When analysing images there are 4 different 
areas that you must consider…

Visual

Contextual

Technical

Conceptual



Visual
Focuses on the formal elements of the image 
and Composition 

Formal Elements include:

Focus
Light
Line
Repetition
Form
Space
Texture
Tone
Colour

Composition include:

Arrangement of formal 
elements
Rule of Thirds
Cropping/Framing
Foreground/Middle 
Ground/ Background
Viewpoint
Balance
Harmony
Contrast
Tension



Contextual

Historical

Biographical

Psychological

Theoretical



Technical

Lighting
Aperture

Shutter Speed
ISO

White Balance



Conceptual

What connections can you make to your previous knowledge?

What relationships can you see between this image and other 
images by this or a different photographer?

What ideas/view do you think the image helps to communicate?

What influence might this image have on the development of your 
own work?

What have you learned from exploring and analysing this image?



Derriere la Gare Saint-Lazare.
1932
Henri Cartier-Bresson
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Home of the Sailors.
1928
Heinz Hajek-Halke
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Migrant Mother
1936
Dorothea Lange
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Liz shaking fist 
at Ray
c. 2000, 
Richard 
Billingham
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Task…Task…Task…Task…Task…

Task 1:

Research 2 

photographers 

they must be 

portaits…

Make sure you 

research the 

artists and  

analyse the 

photograph.  


